Ethanol precipitation of PCR products
For the precipitation of PCR products 2.5 volumes of pure ethanol and 0.1 volume of sodium acetate (3M, pH 5.5) were added to each sample, mixed well and incubated for 5 min at room temperature. The samples were then centrifuged for 25 min at 12,000× g at room temperature and the supernatant was removed. 300 µL 70% ethanol were added, centrifuged and the supernatant removed. The sample was air dried and stored at -20 °C until further processing.
Gel-based RAPD-PCR analysis
Eight samples of viral DNA from soil were used for RAPD-PCR with primer HCB-1 (Srinivasiah et al., 2013) . PCR reactions contained 2× HotStarTaq Plus Mastermix (Qiagen, Venlo, Netherlands), 20 pmol primer (biomers.net GmbH, Ulm, Germany), 1 ng DNA and water up to 40 µL. Cycling conditions were 95 °C for 5 min, 30 cycles of (i) 94 °C for 30 sec, (ii) 52 °C for 1 min and (iii) 72 °C for 1 min, final elongation was at 72 °C for 5 min followed by cool down to 8 °C. From each PCR product 2 times 15 µL were mixed with 8 µL SERVA PRiME™ DNA-loading dye (SERVA Electrophoresis GmbH; Heidelberg, Germany) and denatured at 95°C for 5 min, resulting in two replicates per sample. The PCR products were separated on SERVAGelTM TG PRiMETM 4 -12 % gels (SERVA Electrophoresis GmbH) in 1× TBE buffer at 150 V for 75 min. A 2-log DNA ladder (New England Biolabs, Ipswich, MA, USA) was used as size reference. Gels were removed from the cast and stained in Serva DNA Stain Clear G (SERVA Electrophoresis GmbH) for 20 min, followed by 10 min destaining in distilled water and visualizing the banding pattern with a transilluminator (ChemiGenius, Syngene, Cambridge, UK). The replicates were visually very similar.
The gel images were used for analyzing the banding pattern with GelCompar II (Version 6.5, Applied Maths NV, Sint-Martens-Latem, Belgium) according to the manual. A band-matching table was exported and used for statistical analysis using R version 3.2.3 (R Core Team, 2015) . The Renkonen coefficient (Renkonen, 1938) Tables   Supplementary Table 1 . Overview on model parameters for modelling VLP counts from soil samples using generalized linear models with Gaussian error distribution and log-link function. AIC = Akaike Information Criterion, vif = variance inflating factor (highest vif for the predictors in the model), adjR2 = adjusted R2, Temp = temperature, RF = rainfall, TOC = total organic carbon, TN = total nitrogen content, CN = carbon to nitrogen ratio, D = sampling day, 5D = five days before sampling, 10D = ten days before sampling, M = four weeks before sampling. Values 5D, 10D and M were calculated based on the mean (temperature) or sum (rainfall) of the measurements taken on each of the five days, ten days and 4 weeks before sampling. Predictors for the different models were selected based on Spearman correlation (see Table 1 
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